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Pennsylvania's 

Greatness 


Address  of  Major  General  Edward  Martin,  Governor 
of  Pennsylvania,  at  the  opening  of  Pennsylvania 
Week,  September  17,  1946. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  My  Fellow-Americans: 

These  ceremonies  are  held  to  launch  an  intensive  program  to 
spread  the  fame  of  Pennsylvania's  greatness. 

As  your  Governor,  my  heart  swells  with  pride  and  happiness 
and  I am  sure  this  is  shared  by  everyone  who  loves  Pennsylvania. 

Intermingled  with  this  pride  there  is  in  my  heart  a deep  sense 
of  humility  and  reverent  thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God  for  the 
many  blessings  He  has  bestowed  upon  this  Commonwealth. 

The  program  we  are  launching  will  point  to  our  historic 
shrines;  our  diversified  industries,  mines  and  farms;  and  to  our 
vast  recreational  areas. 


This  project  has  been  named  Pennsylvania  Week,  but  the 
title  conveys  only  a faint  idea  of  the  scope  of  its  objectives. 
It  has  meaning  and  significance  far  beyond  the  mere  title  because 
it  embraces  within  its  activities  every  city  and  town,  every  village 
and  crossroads,  every  home,  every  school  and  every  church 
within  the  borders  of  our  Commonwealth. 


In  its  schedule  of  events  there  is  a place  for  everyone  of  our 
more  than  ten  million  Pennsylvania  citizens.  We  want  all  to 
cooperate  with  each  other  to  better  our  communities,  and  to 
build  for  the  future  of  our  State  and  our  Nation. 


Pennsylvania  is  the  Key- 
stone in  the  Arch  of  the 
American  Republic;  the 
stronghold  of  independ- 
ence, freedom  and  justice; 
and  the  firm  foundation 
of  our  economic,  social, 
political  and  spiritual  prog- 
ress. 

The  historic  American 
tradition  of  liberty  had 
its  beginnings  in  William 
Penn's  Holy  Experiment  on 
the  banks  of  the  Delaware. 


Pennsylvania  has  13,000 
churches. 
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The  principles  of  free  govern- 
ment and  social  justice  enun- 
ciated by  the  Founder  of 
our  Commonwealth  were 
given  new  strength  and  mean- 
ing in  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence and  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States. 
Both  of  these  immortal  docu- 
ments were  inscribed  on  Penn- 
sylvania soil  and  sanctified  by 
the  spirit  and  the  toil  of  the 
Fathers  of  our  Nation.  Valley 
Forge  and  Gettysburg  are 
foremost  among  Pennsyl- 

Pennsyivania  has  8o,oso  vania's  shrines  which  stand  as 

oil  wells.  , , . i I i 

monuments  to  the  valor  and 
sacrifice  of  American  manhood  in  fighting  for  freedom  and  the 
preservation  of  the  Union.  The  historic  battles  which  centered 
about  the  Blockhouse  at  the  Point  in  Pittsburgh  decided  the 
future  of  the  North  American  continent  and  the  destiny  of 
two  European  empires. 


The  generous  hand  of  Nature  has  endowed  Pennsylvania  with 
a great  treasure  house  of  resources  out  of  which  Pennsylvania 
initiative,  energy  and  skill  have  created  a vast  industrial  empire. 


With  giant  productive  power  Pennsylvania  serves  the  world  in 
time  of  peace,  and  in  time  of  war  when  American  homes  and 
the  future  of  civilization  were  threatened  by  the  mad  fury  of 
foreign  foes,  it  furnished  the  critical  items  for  defense. 
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Pennsylvania  ranked  third  in 
■production  of  vehicles  during 
war  years. 


Those  of  us  who  know  and 
love  Pennsylvania  most,  want 
to  share  its  glories  with  the 
world  and  to  sing  the  praises 
of  our  State  in  harmony  with 
the  greatness  which  has 
been  handed  down  to  us. 

appropriate  on  an 
such  as  this  that 
thought  to  the 
which  have  con- 


It  is 
occasion 
we  give 
elements 


tributed  to  Pennsylvania's  real  greatness. 


First  and  foremost  we  must  credit  the  qualities  of  the  liberty- 
loving  Colonial  pioneers  who  found  in  Penn's  Woods  freedom  to 
worship  in  the  manner  which  brought  them  closer  to  Sod.  Here 
they  found  freedom  of  opportunity  and  freedom  of  individual 


John  Barry,  a Pennsylvanian,  was  the  father  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  and 
warships  have  been  made  along  the  Delaware  since  the  Revolution. 


action.  These  were  men  and  women  willing  to  toil  and  to  brave 
the  hardships  of  the  savage  wilderness.  They  built  their  own 
homes,  their  own  schools,  their  own  churches  and  they  tilled  the 
soil.  They  laid  the  founda- 
tion for  the  migration 
which  followed  into  the 
New  World,  bringing  the 
crafts  and  skills,  the  habits 
of  industry,  enterprise, 
thrift,  tolerance  and  love 
of  God  which  have  en- 
dured until  this  day  and 
have  grown  stronger 

through  the  years.  *" 
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If  is,  therefore,  Pennsyl- 
vania's proud  boast,  that 
within  its  citizenship,  people 
of  every  national  origin, 
every  race,  every  faith  and 
every  creed  live,  work  and 
worship  at  peace  with  each 
other,  in  mutual  respect  and 
helpfulness.  We  may  differ 
in  our  political  opinions  and 
affiliations  but  we  are  a united  people  in  our  loyalty  and  de- 
votion to  the  ideals  of  American  liberty. 

These,  I am  happy  to  proclaim,  are  the  human  resources 
valued  above  all  else  as  a 
safeguard  and  guarantee  for 
the  future  of  Pennsylvania. 

We  are  a strong,  vigorous 
and  progressive  people,  we 
are  firmly  established  in  an 
empire  of  industry;  a garden 
area  of  fertile  and  produc- 
tive soil;  and  with  great 
forests,  rivers  and  mountains 
comprising  natural  scenery 
of  surpassing  grandeur. 

And  here,  in  their  fervent 
love  of  education,  culture 
and  belief  of  God,  the 
people  of  Pennsylvania  have 
created  magnificent  centers 
of  learning,  of  science, 
music,  art  and  imposing 
strongholds  of  religion. 

Pennsylvania  has  more  ac- 
credited schools,  colleges 
and  universities  than  any 
other  State  in  the  Union. 

These  include  60  liberal  arts 

l A C + = J Pennsylvania  mills  make  20 

colleges  and  14  Mate-owned  ver  cent  0f  the  nation’s  steel. 


Pennsylvania  has  boo  pic- 
turesque lakes. 
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teachers  colleges  located  in 
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PENNSYLVANIA  WEEK 

Opening  Ceremony 


The  Forum  - - Harrisburg,  Penna. 


Tuesday,  September  17,  1946  at  4 p.m. 


Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 


Edward  Martin 
Governor 


PROGRAM 


Presiding The  Honorable  John  C.  Bell 

Lieutenant  Governor  of  Pennsylvania 


America 

Invocation  - The  Reverend  W.  Emory  Hartman,  D.  D. 

Grace  Methodist  Church,  Harrisburg 

Selection— "Gems  of  Stephen  Foster" 

John  Harris  High  School  Band,  Harrisburg 
Conductor  - Mr.  Ulna  F.  Goodall 


Address 


Major  General  Edward  Martin 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania 


Group  Singing  — "Pennsylvania"  - - - - (Rohrer) 

Director  - Dr.  M.  Claude  Rosenberry 
Department  of  Public  Instruction 

The  Star  Spangled  Banner 

Benediction— 

The  Right  Rev.  Monsignor  Peter  S.  Huegel,  D.D. 
Vicar  General  of  the  Diocese  of  Harrisburg, 

Roman  Catholic  Church 


PENNSYLVANIA 

by 

Gertrude  M.  Rohrer 

I 

Pennsylvania  my  native  state 
To  you  we  pledge  our  devotion. 
Pennsylvania,  our  loyalty 
Is  boundless  as  the  ocean. 

REFRAIN 

Pennsylvania,  Pennsylvania, 

Strong  and  true, 

Pennsylvania,  Pennsylvania, 

Hear  our  song  to  you. 

There  is  beauty  in  your  mountains 
There  is  peace  upon  your  hills, 

And  where  e're  I roam 
My  only  home  is  Pennsylvania. 

II 

Pennsylvania  we  thrill  with  pride 
To  be  your  loyal  descendants 
Pennsylvania,  all  hail  to  you 
The  foundation  of  independence. 

REFRAIN 

Pennsylvania,  Pennsylvania, 

Strong  and  true, 

Pennsylvania,  Pennsylvania, 

Hear  our  song  to  you. 

There  is  beauty  in  your  mountains 
There  is  peace  upon  your  hills, 

And  where  e're  I roam 
My  only  home  is  Pennsylvania. 


“There  may  be  room  there  for  such  a holy  exper- 
iment, for  the  nations  a precedent;  and  my  God 
will  make  it  the  seed  of  a nation — that  an  example 
may  be  set  up  to  the  nations — that  we  may  do  the 
thing  that  is  truly  wise  and  just." 


— William  Penn 


teachers  colleges  located  in 
every  part  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Out  of  the  deep  religious 
feeling  of  its  people  there 
have  been  erected  within 
Pennsylvania  more  places  of 
worship  than  in  any  other 
State.  We  have  13,000 
churches,  temples  and  syna- 
gogues, supported  by  the 
largest  spiritual  army  of  God- 
fearing men  and  women  in 
the  Nation.  This  great  force 
for  righteousness  will  join  next 
Sunday  in  the  observance  of 
Church  Recognition  Day,  em- 
phasizing the  vital  part  of 
religion  in  the  progress  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Our  mighty  cities  include 
Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh, 
two  of  the  ten  largest  in 
the  United  States.  No  other 
State  has  more  than  one. 
Yet  more  of  our  citizens  live 
as  neighbors  in  small  cities 
and  towns  of  which  Pennsylvania  has  a greater  number  than 
any  other  State.  Ten  per  cent  of  our  citizens  live  on  family 
size  farms  and  we  have  the  second  largest  rural  population  of 
all  the  States. 


Pennsylvania  produced  208 
million  tons  of  coal  in  1944- 


One  of  the  wonders  of 
Pennsylvania  is  that  15,000,- 
000  acres,  or  a little  more 
than  half  its  area  is  covered 
by  forests.  All  of  this  is 
available  for  industry,  health 
and  recreation. 


Pennsylvania  yards  built  449 
war  vessels. 
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Pennsylvania  is  famous  as 
the  greatest  industrial  center 
of  the  world.  A hard  work- 
ing, courageous  and  God- 
fearing people  have  de- 
veloped our  resources  into 
the  greatest  industrial  diversi- 
fication with  the  most  skilled 
craftsmen  of  any  political 
subdivision  on  earth.  How  fortunate  it  was  for  the  world  and  for 
civilization  that  this  vast  reservoir  of  industrial  power  was  ready 
to  turn  its  giant  strength  into  the  production  of  critical  material 
for  victory  when  evil  forces  sought  to  enslave  mankind  and 
destroy  individual  liberty. 


miles  of  rivers  and  streams. 


As  Pennsylvanians  we  take  pride  in  the  magnificent  record  of 
achievement  established  by  Pennsylvania  mills,  factories  and 
foundries  during  World  War  II.  This  is  an  unsurpassed  record 
in  world  history. 


'Pennsylvania  is  first  in  the  manufacture  of  more  than  50  classes 
of  useful  products,  for  the  most  part  the  great  industries  of 
the  present  have  grown  from  small  and  pioneering  'beginnings 
where  men  of  vision  and  courage  had  an  idea  and  in  our 


American  way  of  life  de- 
veloped it.  Their  unequalled 
opportunities  for  success  and 
prosperity  lie  ahead  for  the 
aggressive,  resourceful  and 
hard-working  small  manufac- 
turer or  business  man  in 
Pennsylvania. 

With  62  per  cent  of  the 
population  of  the  United 
States  living  within  a 500- 
mile  radius  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  world's  best  domestic 
market  is  right  at  our  door. 
Through  three  great  ports 
the  products  of  Pennsylvania 
industry  move  to  the  over- 


Pennsylvania  lias  1 5 million 
acres  of  foresi. 
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seas  markets  of  the 
world:  through  the 

Port  of  Philadelphia  to 
the  Atlantic  and  the 
Seven  Seas;  the  Port 
of  Pittsburgh,  where 
cargoes  are  loaded  for 
destinations  reached 
by  the  Mississippi  waterways  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  and  the 
Port  of  Erie  to  the  Great  Inland  Lakes. 

Pennsylvania's  transportation  system  is  the  greatest  in  the 
world.  The  State  contains  12,000  miles  of  main  line  railroad 
track.  It  has  168  airports  and  more  registered  aircraft  than 
any  other  State.  The  State  highway  system  is  the  finest  in 
America  comprising  more  than  34,000  miles  of  improved  roads. 
In  addition  there  are  59,000  miles  of  streets  and  roads  under 
control  of  local  government.  The  Pennsylvania  Turnpike  is  the 
greatest  protected  all-weather  roadway  built  since  the  days  of 
ancient  Rome.  The  Department  of  Highways  now  has  under  way 
a tremendous  road  building  program  which  will  further  extend 
this  finest  highway  system  in  the  world. 

In  more  than  a dozen  fields  Pennsylvania  now  leads  all  other 
States  in  the  production  or  value  of  farm  products  and  pro- 
cessed foods.  It  is  appropriate  here  to  emphasize  the  magnifi- 
cent job  done  by  the  farmers  of  Pennsylvania  in  producing  record 
amounts  of  food  during  the  war  years. 


Pennsylvania  has  10,252  schools 


In  this  brief  survey  I have  touched  upon  a few  of  the  things 
which  should  inspire  great  pride  in  our  State.  These  are  the 

things  we  should  tell  the 


X. 


A Pennsylvania  yard  is  the 
world’s  laraest  producer  of 
tankers. 


Nation  and  the  world.  But 
first  we  must  stimulate,  right 
here  at  home,  a more  wide- 
spread knowledge  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  a deeper  ap- 
preciation of  the  fact  that 
"Pennsylvania  Has  Every- 
thing" which  may  in  any  way 
contribute  to  the  happiness 
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and  prosperity  of  its  citizens.  It  is  time  for  Pennsylvanians  to 
"Speak  Up."  Pennsylvania  is  now  a marvelous  State.  Talk  about 
it,  but  what  is  more  important,  do  something  to  make  it  a still 


Pennsylvania  had  hk  Army.  Navy  and  Marine 
training  camvs. 


greater  State.  Each  of  us  can  do  something,  as  individuals  or 
through  our  public-spirited  community  organizations  for  the 
greater  development  of  Pennsylvania's  advantages,  resources  and 
opportunities. 

This  day,  dedicated  to  the  greatness  of  Pennsylvania,  is  the 
anniversary  of  one  of  the  most  significant  events  in  world 
history.  It  is  observed  by  all  patriotic  Americans  as  Consti- 
tution Day.  On  September  17,  1787,  in  Independence  Hall,  the 
Founding  Fathers  of  this  Nation  adopted  that  great  Charter  of 
Freedom,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  They  brought 
forth  a new  concept  of  liberty.  They  established  the  rights  and 
dignity  of  free  men.  They  erected  a firm  foundation  of  equal 


Pennsylvania  has  173,267  fertile  and 
productive  farms. 


justice  and  opportunity  upon  which  our  Republic  grew  in  strength 
and  vigor  unparalleled  in  all  the  history  of  nations. 

The  system  of  free  enterprise,  of  free  workers,  of  free  men 
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and  women,  made  possible  the  miracles  of  progress  and  produc- 
tion in  which  Pennsylvania  has  shared  so  greatly. 

It  is,  therefore,  appropriate  on  this  anniversary  that  each  of 
us  pay  homage  to  the  wise  and  courageous  men  who  formulated 
the  Constitution  and  bow  in  reverent  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
the  heroes  who  gave  their  lives  in  its  defense. 

Again,  I invite  every  citizen  of  our  Commonwealth  to  join 
in  Pennsylvania  Week  activities,  to  assist  in  its  success  by  helping 
create  confidence  in  Pennsylvania's  future,  remembering  always 
that  anything  that  helps  Pennsylvania  helps  you  and  your 
neighbor. 

Lastly,  let  us  all  in  real  humbleness  go  to  our  churches  and 
give  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  the  great  blessings  He  has 
given  us. 
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